


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Idaho ranks in the top 20 nationally for total number of 
cattle and calves, producing over 2 million head.  The number 
of cattle in Idaho outnumbers the number of people living in 
Idaho!   

 Idaho beef can be found in many world markets, but 
most of it stays right here in America where it can be enjoyed 
in restaurants, supermarkets, and almost anywhere else food is 
sold.  In order for Idahoans to eat all the beef produced here, 
every person in the state would have to eat 4 quarter pound 
hamburgers everyday! 

 All Idaho counties raise cattle with the largest production 
in Gooding county.  Most beef cows in Idaho get to enjoy fresh 
air and water, because they are raised on open pasture and 
spend part of their time on public rangelands.     

 Not only does beef taste good, but it is also a great way 
to fuel your body!  A 3 oz serving (the size of a deck of cards) 

contributes     protein, zinc, B-vitamins 
and iron.  Whether it’s grilled, roasted, 
braised, stir-fried or baked, beef is a 
great tasting, healthy choice for any 
meal!  
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If you could take a helicopter ride over certain 
sections of the Texas Panhandle, you might spot a 
group of pens in which hundreds – or even thousands 
– of cattle are gathered.  What’s that all about?

This kind of operation is called a cattle feedlot.  
Beef animals are kept here for an average of four to 
five months and given a scientifically developed diet 
of grains and grasses or other roughage before being 
sent to the processing plant.  

For the first 12 to 18 months of the animal’s life, 
it grows on pasture by eating grass.  Why aren’t cattle 

just kept on the pasture?  Cattle farmers and ranchers 
found that feeding an animal a grain-based diet during 
the last part of its life made the meat more tasty and 
tender.  And people like it more!

The feedlot diet provides the perfect balance of 
nutrients, vitamins and minerals to help the animals 
stay healthy.  This feeding process allows them to grow 
more quickly, thereby providing the continual supply of 
fresh grain-fed beef consumers want.  Feedlot owners 
also support local agriculture by buying grains for use 
in cattle feed from area farmers.

All Together Now!

ACTIVITY

Living in Tense
Proper grammar and verb tense are important as you write.  Can you pick out what’s wrong with 

the sentences in the following paragraph?  A word is underlined because it may contain a mistake in 
grammar and usage.  Look carefully at each underlined word.  If there is a mistake, make the correction in 
the space above it.  If there is no mistake, write OK above the underlined word.  

Janet write a good paper yesterday.  It tells why cattle are 

keep in feedlots and why there diet is important.  She say cattle is 

important because they eat grass that humans can’t eat.  She say 

they is kept in feedlots partly to change their diet.  What cattle 

eat can change the taste of the beef.



 

The handouts on this poster and the answers to the activity sheets  
are available to print at www.sde.state.id.us/Child/hh.asp.  
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Across
1)	 Higher than
4)	 Newborn cow
7)	 Not good
8)	 Almost cold
10)	 Agriculture (abbrev.)
12)	 Where you’d go to find a previously driven auto 

(three words)
14)	 Spanish for yes
15)	 To relinquish weapons
17)	 Our surroundings, which humans must protect
21)	 This mineral is important to making healthy blood
23)	 Bugs Bunny is one
25)	 A farmer will grow this in his field
28)	 A boy
29)	 Or
31)	 Emergency room (abbrev.)
32)	 Careful study of our world
34)	 Spinach is a nutritious green _____ vegetable
35)	 A Santa’s helper
36)	 Advertisement (abbrev.)

Crossword Puzzle Clues
Down
1)	 Ranchers make sure their animals aren’t _________
2)	 A sink
3)	 A songlike poem
4)	 Not a row
5)	 By yourself
6)	 Fourth note on the musical scale
8)	 Beef is nutrient-rich because it has many  

nutrients for relatively few of these
9) 	 Either
11) 	 You chew this
13) 	 You become this when you’re out in the  

sun in the summer
16) 	 Route (abbrev.)
18) 	 Meat from a young bull
19) 	 A high quality cut of beef is called prime ___
20) 	 Observe
22) 	 Not down
23) 	 A steak cooked only a short time
24)  	Meat from a cow
25)  	A cook at a high quality restaurant
26) 	 One child;  two child___
27) 	 Killer whale
28) 	 Actor Gibson
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