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NEWS RELEASE - For Immediate Distribution

Contact: Leah Clark

Idaho State Dept. of Agriculture

(208) 332-8684

lclark@agri.idaho.gov
SEPTEMBER IS IDAHO PREFERRED® MONTH
BOISE, Idaho (Aug. 26, 2008) – Last year, Governor C.L. “Butch” Otter declared September 2007 the first “Idaho Preferred® Month.” This September, Idaho’s Department of Agriculture will again celebrate the growing number of farmers, ranchers and food processors who are passionate about selling fresh, delicious and high-quality products with Idaho Preferred® Month 2008.
To kick off the month’s events, Idaho’s First Lady, Lori Otter, will visit a local orchard on Tuesday, Aug. 26 and read the proclamation issued by the Governor declaring September as Idaho Preferred® Month. She also will talk about becoming a “locavore” for a day. A locavore is someone who strives to only consume foods produced or grown within 100 miles of their home.
Several other events will celebrate Idaho Preferred Month, including Dine Around Idaho and the fourth annual Taste of Idaho.

Dine Around Idaho

Dine Around Idaho promotes restaurants that use fresh, local products supplied by Idaho Preferred® members.  Participating Treasure Valley restaurants include: Red Feather Lounge, Bittercreek Ale House, SixOneSix, Brick 29, Franco Latino, Bull's Head Pub, Chef Lou's on 8th Street and SpurWing Country Club. Get a “Dine Around Pass” and taste some of Idaho’s best local meats, produce and wine. Each pass costs $25, and is good for 50 percent off a designated Idaho Preferred® menu items, a potential value of
$80. Dine Around passes are valid Sept. 1 though Oct. 31, and are available at all participating restaurants, the fourth annual Taste of Idaho event and the Idaho Preferred® office at 1-208-332-8532.
A Taste of Idaho

The fourth annual Taste of Idaho will be held Saturday, Sept. 6, 2008 at the Qwest Arena in Boise.  An abundant array of Idaho food, wine and beer will be available to sample and purchase. Eight local chefs will vie for cash prizes in a culinary competition featuring local foods and wines.  Winning recipes from the Idaho Magazine recipe contest will be prepared by youth from 4-H clubs and the Young Chef’s Academy. The event takes place from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. There is a $5 entry fee, and $5 for a wine or beer sampling glass.  Children under 12 are free.  
For more information about these events and the Idaho Preferred® program visit www.idahopreferred.com. In addition to events, information available includes listing of producers, farmers’ markets locations and times, “What’s fresh” features, educational resources, a produce calendar, Idaho recipes and more. 
About Idaho Preferred® 

The Idaho Preferred® program is designed to identify and promote food and agriculture products from the Gem State.  Under the direction of the Idaho Department of Agriculture, Idaho Preferred® promotes the quality, diversity, and availability of the food and agriculture products we grow, raise and process in Idaho.  For more information about the Idaho Preferred® program visit www.idahopreferred.com, or contact Leah Clark at Lclark@agri.idaho.gov, or 332-8684.
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